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Rockport Public Library 

Summer Reading for Grown-Ups 

2011 Hot Picks for Fiction 
 
Genre Key:   L – Literary.   H – History.   M&T – Mystery & Thriller.   P – Popular. 
The list is divided into sections by the above genre. Copies of all the titles listed are available at 
Rockport Public Library. 
   
Author Title Genre 
LITERARY   
Barry, Sebastian On Canaan’s Side L (Sept) 
Lilly Bere, an 89-year-old retired cook, mourns her grandson, a Gulf War veteran, who committed 
suicide. But this is hardly Lilly’s first loss. Born and raised in Ireland, Lilly’s first loss was her brother 
Willie was killed in WWI. A fellow soldier, Tadg Bere, comes to pay his respects and woos her soon 
after. The couple has no time to marry, as Tadg, enrolled an auxiliary police force, is implicated in an 
ambush of IRA militia men and a price is put on both their heads. They flee to America, hoping to start 
a new life there with the help of extended family in Chicago, but the past catches up with them. 
Barry’s skills are evident as he tenderly unspools Lilly’s story. –Publishers Weekly 

Brooks, Geraldine Caleb’s Crossing L, H 
A splendid historical inspired by the first Native American to graduate from Harvard. Brooks brings the 
1660s to life with period detail, intriguing characters, and a compelling story narrated by Bethia 
Mayfield, the daughter of a Calvinist preacher. . . .  After Caleb loses most of his family to smallpox, 
he begins to study under  Bethia's father. Since she isn't allowed to pursue education, she 
eavesdrops on Caleb's and her brother's lessons. She tags along when Caleb and her brother go to 
Cambridge. Her descriptions of 17th-century Cambridge and Harvard are as entertaining as they are 
enlightening.  –Publishers Weekly 

Campbell, Bonnie Jo Once Upon a River L 
In her follow-up to National Book Award finalist American Salvage, Campbell focuses on Margo 
Crane, a down-on-her-luck 16-year-old living in late 1970s Michigan who is abandoned by her mother, 
raped by her uncle, and witness to the shooting death of her father. An accomplished marksman, 
Margo . . . travels up the Stark River and struggles to survive on her own, having been rejected by her 
mother. Encountering a progression of strangers, . . . Margo is a modern-day pioneer whose steely 
resolve is matched only by her guarded need for tenderness. Against the backdrop of a beautiful but 
unforgiving landscape, Campbell juxtaposes spare prose with lush details in this chronicle of hardship 
and splendor, friendship and disappointment, and families undone and reunited. –Publishers Weekly 

Christensen, Kate The Astral: A Novel L 
Like the gentrifying Brooklyn of its setting, Christensen’s latest is populated by an odd but captivating 
mix of characters. At the center is Harry Quirk, a middle-aged poet whose life is upended when his 
wife, convinced he’s having an affair, destroys his notebooks, throws his laptop from the window, and 
kicks him out. . . . Their idealistic Dumpster-diving daughter is lonely and lovelorn, and their son is in 
the grip of a messianic cult. . . . Harry must come to terms with the demands of starting anew at 57. 
Astute and unsentimental, romantic and rational, Harry is an everyman adrift in a changing world. . . . 
Christensen takes a singular, genuine story and blows it up into a smart inquiry into the nature of love 
and the commitments we make, the promises we do and do not honor, and the people we become as 
we negotiate the parameters of marriage, friendship and parenthood. –Publishers Weekly 

Crummey, Michael Galore L, H 
Set in Newfoundland, this novel chronicles the intertwined lives and loves of two families . . . over two 
centuries. Crummey’s prose is glorious, honest and unsentimentally magical. Supernatural episodes 
and anecdotes share the page with naturalistic descriptions of people, physical afflictions, weather, 
and landscape, and the veil separating life and death is nigh transparent.  –Library Journal 
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Donoghue, Emma Room L 
Jack and his mother, who was kidnapped seven years earlier at the age of 19, celebrate his fifth birth-
day. They live in a soundproofed cell in a shed in the kidnapper’s yard. The sociopath visits at night, 
doling out food and supplies. Through Jack’s eyes and childlike perceptions, the developments in this 
novel are astonishing. Donoghue brilliantly portrays the psyche of a child raised in captivity, but the 
story’s intensity cranks up when Jack is introduced to the outside world. Little has been written about 
the pain of re-entry for people who have been captives. Donoghue’s bravado in investigating that 
transformation gives the novel a frightening resonance.  –Publishers Weekly 

Evison, Jonathan West of Here: A Novel L 
Evison deserves acclaim for this novel set in a fictional town on Washington’s Olympic Peninsula. 
Chapters that alternate between the 1890s and the present render a Northwest historical novel with 
modern counterpoints. . . . James Mather sets out to explore the rugged interior of the Elwha River 
valley; Ethan Thornburgh envisions a mighty dam powering a bustling city; his estranged lover, Eva 
Lambert, prefers a utopian vision of a commonwealth colony. Flash forward a century and the town’s 
residents have less lofty goals: "Krig" Krigstadt thirsts for a steady supply of ale; ex-con Timmon 
Tillman wants to be left alone; his parole officer just wants a woman to date. Fans of Jess Walter and 
Jim Lynch will find another author whose love for the Pacific Northwest shines through with humor 
and clarity.  –Library Journal 

Egan, Jennifer A Visit from the Goon Squad  L (2011 Pulitzer Prize) 
“Time’s a goon,” as the action moves from the late 1970s to the early 2020s while the characters 
wonder what happened to their youthful selves and ideals. The music business is a case in point for 
society’s shift from the analog to the digital age. Egan makes distinctions between the virtual and the 
real and the past and present of her characters who have recognizable emotions and convictions, 
which is why their compromises and uncertainties continue to move us. –Kirkus Reviews 

Giordano, Paolo The Solitude of Prime Numbers L 
Giordano follows two scarred people whose lives intersect but can’t seem to join in his cerebral yet 
touching debut. Alice and Mattia, both survivors of childhood traumas, are the odd ones out amid the 
masses in their high school. Mattia has never recovered from the loss of his sister, while Alice still 
suffers the effects of a skiing accident that damaged her physically and stunted her ability to trust. 
Mattia has withdrawn into a world of numbers and math, and Alice gains control through starving 
herself and photography. When they meet, they recognize something primal in each other, but timing 
and awkwardness keep their friendship on tenuous ground until years later their lives come together 
one last time. Giordano uses their trajectory to ask whether there are some people—the prime 
numbers among us—who are destined to be alone, or whether two primes can come together.  

Gordon, Jaimy Lord of Misrule L (National Book Award 2010) 
At a backwoods race track in early-1970s West Virginia, horse trainer Tommy Hansel dreams up a 
scam to run four horses in claiming races at long odds and get out before anyone realizes how good 
his horses are. But at a track as small as Indian Mound Downs, where everyone knows everybody’s 
business, his hopes are quickly dashed. Soon his girlfriend Maggie appears, drawing the eye of 
sadistic gangster Joe Dale Bigg. Though she finds herself with an unexpected protector, even he can’t 
protect her from her own fascination with the track and its misfit members. 

Gruber, Michael The Good Son L, M&T 
Gruber explores America’s political involvement in South Asia and the bloody religious and ethnic 
fanaticism associated with the region. Sonia Laghari, a Pakistani-American writer and psychologist, 
sets up a conference on peace in Kashmir, only to have her and her group of pacifists taken captive 
by terrorists. All but doomed to a beheading, she uses her familiarity with Islamic doctrine and Jungian 
psychology to try to enlighten her captors. Brilliant character development and a labyrinthine plot line 
make this a provocative thriller that readers won’t soon forget.  –Publishers Weekly 

Haigh, Jennifer Faith L 
A non-sensationalized novel about an inherently sensational event—the abuse of an 8-year-old boy 
by a priest in Boston. –Kirkus Reviews 
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Harstad, Johan Buzz Aldrin:  What Happened to You in all the Confusion? L 
A lovelorn gardener, a young man of simple pleasures and no ambition, finds backing for his content-
ment in his station in the fate of astronaut Buzz Aldrin, who, though in command of the Apollo mission, 
had his thunder stolen by Neil Armstrong, whom history remembers as the first man on the Moon, 
even though Aldrin was “a more experienced pilot in just about every way.” A modern saga of rocket-
ships, ice floes and dreams of the Caribbean, and great fun to read. –Kirkus Reviews 

Henderson, Eleanor Ten Thousand Saints L 
Teddy, best friend to Jude, 16, dies of a drug overdose that nearly kills Jude as well, but not before 
Teddy’s one sexual encounter impregnates Eliza, daughter of Jude’s father’s girlfriend. The three 
teens, break your heart with their awkward, angry, irresponsible stumbling. Yet Jude, shaken by 
Teddy’s death, and Eliza, determined to give birth to her baby, move in unexpected directions, led by 
Teddy’s half-brother who must battle his own demons. This powerful, surprising look at lost teens 
trying to course-correct with the violence-tinged straight-edge culture captivates via its authentic 
reassurance that adolescence is often a reckless ride to adulthood. –Library Journal 

Hodgkinson, Amanda 22 Britannia Road L, H 
A Polish family shattered by World War II struggles to reunite in peacetime.  What comes after sur-
viving? asks the author in her ambitious, emotionally incisive first novel threaded with primitive human 
instincts for safety and companionship. Hodgkinson enters boldly into well-trodden, sensitive territory 
and distinguishes herself with freshness and empathy. –Kirkus Reviews 

LaPlante, Alice Turn of Mind L, M&T 
Sensitively explores the mental disintegration of Jennifer White, a once-lauded hand surgeon, who 
charts her own experiences with Alzheimer’s both consciously in notes she writes to herself and 
thoughts she shares, and unconsciously, as she records conversations and actions she witnesses but 
doesn’t understand. When someone fatally bludgeons her best friend, she becomes a suspect 
because the killer surgically removed four fingers from the victim’s right hand. In a satisfying twist, 
Jennifer honestly doesn’t know whether she committed the murder. Her lawyer son wishes to have his 
mother declared mentally incompetent, while her daughter and her full-time caretaker act out of less 
selfish motives. A subtle literary novel in which the unfolding of Jennifer’s condition and of her past 
matters far more than the whodunit. –Publishers Weekly 

Lupton, Rosamund Sister L, M&T 
Hitchcockian spookiness in this London tale of two sisters—one living, one dead. Beatrice Hemming 
hurries back to London from New York when she hears her younger sister is missing. A poignant and 
perceptive depiction of the emotional bonds between two sisters, the result a superb thriller, full of 
twists and turns, false leads and a surprise ending—all seamlessly woven into a touching story of a 
sisterly bond.  –Kirkus Reviews & BookPage 

McLain, Paula The Paris Wife L 
Young high-spirited Hadley Richardson meets aspiring writer Ernest Hemingway. They marry and 
make their way to Paris, spending time with Gertrude Stein, Scott and Zelda Fitzgerald, Ezra Pound, 
and Sylvia Beach. McLain creates a compelling, spellbinding portrait of a marriage. Hemingway is a 
magnetic figure whose charm is tempered by his dark, self-destructive tendencies. Hadley is strong 
and smart, but questions herself at every turn. Women of all ages and situations will sympathize as 
they follow this seemingly charmed union to its inevitable demise. –Library Journal 

Mukherjee, Bharati Miss New India  L 
The author of The Tree Bride explores the clash between traditional and contemporary India in this 
story of a young woman from the provinces trying to make her way in the city of Bangalore. The 
daughter of a railway clerk facing a disastrous arranged marriage flees her provincial town in northern 
India, hoping to find work in a call center in Bangalore. Her story takes as many twists and turns as a 
Dickens novel; she even finds lodging in a decaying mansion owned by Bangalore’s version of Miss 
Havisham. With its fast-paced story and sympathetic portrayal of a young woman trying to make it on 
her own against all odds, this novel is essential reading for anyone interested in contemporary Indian 
and Indian-American fiction. –Library Journal 
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Napolitano, Ann A Good Hard Look: A Novel L 
Peacocks screech eerily the night Cookie Himmel and Melvin Whitestone consummate their relation-
ship. Goaded by the birds, the couple shares a night of passion before marrying and settling into the 
life of Milledgeville, GA, circa 1960. Melvin feels like a fish out of water until he befriends fellow New 
York refugee, reclusive novelist O’Connor, whose probing insight reveals a Melvin that Cookie doesn’t 
know. The narrative begins slowly, but two-thirds of the way through a carefully constructed house of 
cards implodes. Napolitano examines themes of action vs. consequence, guilt vs. redemption, and the 
grace of forgiveness through the prism of an act of unexpected violence. –Library Journal 

Obreht, Tea The Tiger’s Wife L 
Drawing on the former Yugoslavia’s fabled past and recent bloodshed, Belgrade-born Obreht portrays 
two besieged doctors: Natalia is on a medical mission at an orphanage on what is the "other side," 
now that war has broken out. When she learns that her grandfather, a distinguished doctor, has died 
far from home, she is beset by memories of him taking her to the zoo to see the tigers. Moments of 
breathtaking magic, wildness, and beauty are paired with chilling episodes in which superstition over-
rides reason; fear and hatred smother compassion; and inexplicable horror rules. Every word, every 
scene is blazingly alive in this spellbinding novel of death, succor, and remembrance.  –Booklist 

O’Nan, Stewart Emily, Alone L 
O’Nan checks back in with the Maxwell family from Wish You Were Here in this unsentimental, 
ruefully humorous, and unsparingly candid novel about the travails of old age. At 80, Emily Maxwell is 
become dependent on her equally aged sister-in-law, Arlene, to chauffeur them to the rounds of  
country club dinners, flower shows, museums, and increasingly frequent funerals. After Arlene has a 
stroke, Emily reclaims her independence, but she remains clear-eyed about her future and what she 
can expect of her children and grandchildren. O’Nan expertly plays out the misunderstandings and 
disagreements among parents and their grown children. His depiction of her attempts to sustain 
optimism and energy during the late stage of her life achieves a rare resonance.  –Publishers Weekly 

Orozco, Daniel Orientation:  and Other Stories L 
Stories that are both challenging and compelling, with narrative perspectives that suggest how difficult 
it is to know oneself.  Perhaps the most moving is “Temporary Stories,” about a temp who is part of 
the office and apart from it, who knows less and more than her fellow workers, and who loves her trip 
home because “no one is alone on a bus”.  Precisely written, deeply human stories.  –Kirkus Reviews 

Patchett, Ann State of Wonder L 
Dr. Marina Singh, a research scientist with a pharmaceutical company, is sent to Brazil to track down 
her mentor who seems to have disappeared in the Amazon while working on what is destined to be a 
valuable new fertility drug. The tale leads readers to the heart of darkness, and then shows us what 
lies on the other side. Thrilling, disturbing and moving in equal measures— critics hail it as the 
smartest, most exciting novel of the summer. –Amazon.com, Kirkus & Washington Post 

Phillips, Arthur The Tragedy of Arthur L 
A long-lost Shakespeare play surfaces in this faux memoir framed as the introduction to the play's first 
printing. Arthur Phillips and his twin sister, Dana, had an uncommon relationship with their father, a 
forger whose passion for the bard left lasting impressions. Dana became a stage actress and amateur 
Shakespeare expert; Arthur a writer who "never much liked Shakespeare." When he's about to be 
released from prison, their father enlists Arthur in securing the publication of “The Tragedy of Arthur” 
from a quarto he claims to have purloined from a British estate decades earlier, though Arthur be-
comes convinced the play is his father's greatest scam. Arthur riffs on his career and ex-pat past, s his 
relationship with Dana and his own romantic flailings. The play itself reads not unlike something by the 
man from Stratford-upon-Avon. A tricky project, funny, brazen, smart and playful. –Publishers Weekly 
Pollen, Bella The Summer of the Bear L 
The Fleming family, having lost father and husband, a cold war-era British diplomat, in a mysterious 
accident, leaves Bonn for the Outer Hebrides where they begin parallel lives, dealing with their grief 
separately as threats to the family mount. Of the children, Jamie, the youngest has to make his own 
sense of his father’s loss; acerbic Alba is overcome with anger; and dutiful Georgie is set adrift. Letty, 
their mother, has to confront disturbing possibilities about her husband. An escaped bear haunts the 
narrative periphery and the Flemings’ home becomes threatened by development projects. The real 
draw is Pollen’s show-stealing, fantastic portrayal of the underparented children. –Library Journal 



5 
Rash, Ron One Foot in Eden L, H 
A moody, potent slice of Southern gothic fiction centered on a murder and its effect on a small 
Appalachian town in the 1950s. When Holland Winchester, local troublemaker in Seneca, S.C., 
vanishes without a trace, the town sheriff and WWII veteran searches for answers. Holland’s mother  
insists that neighbor Billy Holcombe killed her son. As events unfurl it’s revealed that Billy’s pregnant 
wife, Amy, had an affair with Holland. The ensuing drama of infidelity, jealousy and betrayal is told by 
a chorus of characters with distinctive Appalachian voices.  As each character reveals his or her 
secrets, the tale builds into a quiet storm—and a terrific novel. –Publishers Weekly  
Roffey, Monique The White Woman on the Green Bicycle L 
Few novels capture the postcolonial culture with such searing honesty as this Caribbean story told 
through the alternating viewpoints of a white British couple over the last 50 years. The pitch-perfect 
voices capture the colonials’ racism and sense of entitlement. –Booklist 
Roy, Anuradha An Atlas of Impossible Longing  L 
The story explores love, the caste system, and familial lines in a vivid portrait of war-stricken 20th 
century India. A single act of pity rattles down generations to break a caste’s rules, test a family’s 
mettle and throw together two unlikely friends. This absorbing story defies prediction. Roy’s grace and 
mesmerizing language linger. –Washington Post & Amazon.com 
Russell, Karen Swamplandia! L, H 
A shabby tourist attraction deep in the Everglades is threatened when its star performer dies and her 
husband and children lose their moorings.  Otherworldly sister Osceola, 16, vanishes after falling in 
love with the ghost of a young man who died in the 1930s. It’s up to Ava, 13, to find her sister. Her 
odyssey to the Underworld is mythic, spellbinding, and terrifying. Ravishing, elegiac, funny, and 
brilliantly inquisitive, Russell’s archetypal swamp saga tells a mystical yet rooted tale of three 
innocents who come of age through trials of water, fire, and air. –Booklist 
Russell, Mary Doria Doc L, H 
A colorful group-portrait of famous frontiersmen years before many of them would pass into legend at 
the O.K. Corral. Young John Henry "Doc" Holliday moves west in hopes of ameliorating the tubercu-
losis that would eventually kill him, relocating in the late 1870s to Kansas, where he divides his time 
among his poorly paying vocation of dentistry, lucrative gambling, and his fractious relationship with a 
cultured, Hungarian-born prostitute. Tension between the corrupt, carousing, and well-armed inhabi-
tants of Dodge and the forces of law represented by Wyatt and Morgan Earp makes a spectacular 
background to a memorable tale of a young Southern gentleman whose loyalty to his friends and love 
of music outshine his fragile health and the whiskey-soaked violence of the frontier. –Publishers Weekly 
Santiago, Esmeralda Conquistadora L, H 
A big, bold novel about life on a Caribbean sugar plantation in the mid-19th century. Ana Cubillas, a 
descendant of conquistadors, is unhappy with the life of a young woman in Spain. She marries 
Ramon Argoso and encourages him and his twin to take over their family’s plantation in Puerto Rico. 
So begins the saga of Ana’s determination to revive the plantation in the face of all obstacles. Is Ana 
an admirable example of female endurance, or does her relentless ambition only bring tragedy to her 
family? Can we have sympathy for someone whose success comes from the slavery of others? These 
are the questions Santiago poses in this lively, well-researched historical novel. –Library Journal 
See, Lisa Dreams of Joy L 
Sequel to Shanghai Girls sends Pearl back to Shanghai 20 years later in pursuit of Joy, whose flight 
to China is propelled by anger, idealism, and a desire to find her true father, an artist who may be 
falling out of favor with the Party. Joy goes with him to the Green Dragon commune, where they take 
part in the energetic inception of Mao’s Great Leap Forward. –Amazon.com 
Tanner, Haley Vaclav and Lena: A Novel L 
Vaclav and Lena practice their magic act every day under the watchful eye of Vaclav’s mother, who 
imagines all kinds of dangers befalling her son. She worries about Lena, who is too thin, sneaks food, 
and lives in abominable conditions. When she witnesses something terrible at Lena’s home, she calls 
Child Protective Services and Lena is taken away. In Part 2, Vaclav at 17 has not gotten over losing 
Lena. When she reconnects with him, what is initially bliss turns to pain as the truth about the past 
surfaces. Tanner’s novel is a love story of unusual innocence and intensity. Her understated prose is 
powerful and quite funny. A suspenseful, literary work that is hard to put down. –Library Journal 
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Thompson, Jean The Year We Left Home L 
This novel spans three decades as it explores the changes in one family from small-town Iowa. Oldest 
daughter Anita marries a banker from Colorado, hoping to start a family as her younger brother, Ryan, 
dreams of escaping to college. Their cousin returns from Vietnam damaged but still an eccentric, 
roving from Seattle to Mexico. Matriarch Audrey wants only happiness for her brood, which is 
ultimately derailed by Ryan’s growing dissatisfaction, Anita’s failing marriage, and youngest sister 
Torrie’s accident. Individual scenes are powerful and imbued with great detail. –Library Journal 

Watson, S.J. Before I Go to Sleep L, M&T 
Memories are at the heart of this haunting, twisted debut. Christine Lucas awakens each morning with 
no idea who she is or why she’s in bed with a strange man, until he tells her that his name is Ben and 
they’ve been married for 22 years. Slowly, Christine learns she has amnesia and is unable to 
remember her past or retain new memories: every night when she falls asleep, the slate is wiped 
clean. Her therapist has encouraged her to write in a journal that she keeps secret from Ben. Christine 
realizes how truly tangled and dangerous her life is after she sees the words "don’t trust Ben" written 
in her journal, whose contents reveal that the only person she can trust is herself. Watson handles 
what could have been a narrative gimmick brilliantly, building to a chilling climax. –Publishers Weekly 
 
HISTORY   
Goodwin, Daisy The American Heiress                                         H 
A shrewd, spirited historical romance with flavors of Edith Wharton, Daphne du Maurier, Jane Austen, 
“Upstairs, Downstairs” and a dash of People magazine that charts a bumpy marriage of New World 
money and Old World tradition.... A knowing, judicious blend of Gilded Age extravagance, below-
stairs perspective, and sophisticated social tableaux, offers reader satisfaction. –Kirkus Reviews 

Raybourn, Deanna Silent in the Grave: A Lady Julia Grey Mystery H, M&T  
(First in the series; Silent in Sanctuary, Silent on the Moor, Dark Road to Darjeeling, The Dark 
Enquiry)  For fans of British historical thrillers. After Lady Julia Grey's husband dies suddenly, she is 
visited by detective Nicholas Brisbane, who was hired to find the source of some threatening letters, 
which leads him to conclude her husband was murdered. Investigating, Julia learns disturbing truths 
about her husband and a world of deception, disease and sexual obsession. Deft historical detailing, 
sparkling first-person narration and the fledgling love between Julia and Brisbane balance otherwise 
dark themes. –Publishers Weekly 

Trevor, William Love and Summer  H, P 
A loveless marriage between Ellie and widower farmer in a mid-1950s in Irish village. A charming 
bachelor arrives who has plans to leave Ireland, but a relationship develops between him and Ellie 
amid the constraints of a tightly structured society. The author has mastered a sense of place 
combined with the depths and conflicts of the human heart. 
 
MYSTERY & THRILLER   
Atkinson, Kate Started Early, Took My Dog: A Novel M&T 
Magnificently plotted fourth novel featuring Jackson Brodie takes the "semi-retired" PI back to  York-
shire to trace the biological parents of Hope McMasters, a woman adopted in the 1970s at age two. 
Hope’s parents aren’t in any database nor is her adoption on record. In the author’s signature multi-
layered style, she shifts between past and present, interweaving the stories of a recently retired 
detective superintendent and an aging actress. On the day that Jackson and the actress are in the 
mall, the detective makes a snap decision that will have lasting consequences. Atkinson injects wit 
even in the bleakest moments yet never loses her razor-sharp edge. –Publishers Weekly 

Berry, Steve The Jefferson Key: A Novel M&T 
At the start of Berry’s seventh Cotton Malone novel, former U.S. Justice Department agent Malone 
thwarts an attempt to assassinate the U.S. president outside a midtown Manhattan hotel. Malone 
soon finds himself in the middle of a power struggle with roots in presidential history. A cipher formu-
lated by Thomas Jefferson and employed by Andrew Jackson has been unbroken for 175 years. 
Documents hidden by Jackson contain the key to the legitimacy of the Commonwealth, a coalition of 
privateers or pirates dating from the American Revolution. Berry offers plenty of twists and vivid action 
scenes in a feast of historical imagination. –Publishers Weekly 
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Black, Benjamin A Death in Summer:  A Novel M&T 
Detective Inspector Hackett calls his longtime adviser, Quirke, to investigate the suicide of "Diamond 
Dick" Jewell, a much-despised newspaper publisher. Quirke, a pathologist with family ties to Dublin’s 
upper class, does not need long to determine that murder is the likely cause of death.  Black’s 
mysteries are not black and white with cut-and-dried villains behind bars at the conclusion. Readers 
looking for character development will enjoy getting to know Quirke and Hackett. –Library Journal 

Buzzelli, Elizabeth Kane Dead Dogs and Englishmen M&T 
Freelance reporter and aspiring author Emily Kincaid and Deputy Dolly Wakowski take the lead for 
several law enforcement agencies in investigating what appears to be a vicious campaign to intimi-
date the migrant community of Leetsville, Mich. Meanwhile, Dolly has a secret of her own, and Emily 
has been hired by a peculiar Englishman to edit a very disturbing manuscript. Violence and animal 
cruelty will deter some cozy readers, but Emily, Dolly, and Emily’s appealing dog, Sorrow, will have 
many clamoring for the next book. –Publishers Weekly 

Camilleri, Andrea The Track of Sand M&T 
Sicilian Inspector Montalbano looks out his window and sees the carcass of a bludgeoned horse on 
the beach. As he turns to phone in the crime, the horse vanishes, leaving a track in the sand. Was it 
slaughtered for its meat by illegal immigrants? Is someone trying to send a message to the owner? Or 
is the Mafia edging its way into the racing industry? Repeated vandalizing of Montalbano’s home and 
a Mafia thug’s murder complicate the investigation. The street-smart inspector takes a broadly comic 
trip to the racetrack in an effort to link the events. –Publishers Weekly 

Connelly, Michael The Fifth Witness: A Novel M&T 
Connelly’s winning streak continues with this Mickey Haller thriller. Lisa Tramme’s husband took off, 
leaving her alone with a child. Her teacher’s salary does not pay the mortgage, and the result is fore-
closure. Trammel approaches Haller for help to save her home. Soon after the banker responsible for 
the foreclosure is found murdered, Trammel is in jail. Haller has to maneuver through more than 
potential bank fraud to prove his client’s innocence. The story line is compelling, intense, and terrifying 
while providing an in-depth look at the mortgage crisis. –Library Journal 

Collins, Suzanne The Hunger Games M&T 
(First in the Series, Catching Fire and MockingJay next in series) The salvo in a new series by the 
author of the Underland Chronicles. Sixteen-year-old Katniss poaches food for her mother and sister 
from the forest outside of District 12, the poorest district constituting Panem, the North American 
dystopic state that has replaced the U.S. in the not-too-distant future. Her hunting and tracking skills 
serve her well in the nation’s annual Hunger Games, a fight to the death where contestants battle 
harsh terrain, artificial weather conditions, and teenaged contestants from each of Panem’s districts. 
District 12’s second “tribute” is Peeta, the baker’s son, who has loved Katniss since he was five. Each 
plot twist ratchets up the tension, moving the story forward and keeping the reader on edge.  A superb 
tale of physical adventure, political suspense, and romance. –Booklist 

Cumming, Charles The Trinity Six M&T 
Cumming revitalizes the cold war spy novel in this story of the "Cambridge Five", who betrayed their 
country to the Soviet Union during and after WWII. Fifteen years after Edward Crane is pronounced 
dead in 1992, academic Sam Gaddis learns that Crane was the oft-rumored sixth man in the Cam-
bridge spy ring—and that he’s alive and ready to tell his story. Gaddis thinks he can turn this bomb-
shell into a bestselling book. But the people who know about it are turning up dead, and intelligence 
agencies in Britain and Russia would prefer to squelch the story. Cumming’s knowledge of the spy 
business, his well-crafted prose and engaging plot make this a breakthrough novel. –Publishers Weekly 

Dahl, Arne Misterioso M&T 
Although this is Mankell’s turf, Dahl handles it differently but also very successfully. Mystery devotees 
who loved Mankell’s Kurt Wallander, and crime fiction ‘lifers’ who still treasure Sjowall’s and Wahloo’s 
Martin Beck, will want to add Paul Hjelm to their short lists of international favorites.” –Booklist 
Deaver, Jefferey Carte Blanche:  007: The New James Bond Novel M&T 
Ian Fleming’s estate tapped American novelist Deaver to pen a new James Bond thriller, and the 
pairing is as smooth as vodka and vermouth. Yes, the villains are creepy and the women brainy and 
beautiful, but in a clever reboot, this 007 (who served in Afghanistan) comes armed with a tricked-out 
cell phone and an appealing sense of empathy. –Parade 
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Duncan, Glen The Last Werewolf M&T 
Centuries-old lycanthrope Jake Marlowe learns he has become the last known werewolf on earth. 
Soon he is on the run from not only WOCOP, an anti-occult agency that wants to hunt him down for 
sport, but also vampires, who have discovered that a werewolf bite can desensitize them to the 
ravages of sun exposure. After escaping torments fromf both parties, Jake is shocked to find he may 
not be the last wolf standing, and that he must survive to propagate his species. Duncan keeps the 
pages turning with hairbreadth escapes that have Jake globe-trotting from Europe to the U.S., but the 
allure of his tale is the poetic and evocative prose by which Jake relates his transformations, kills, and 
thoughts. Savvy and exceptionally literate, this is one smart modern werewolf tale. –Publishers Weekly 

Eglin, Anthony Gardens of Secret Pasts: An English Garden Mystery M&T  
In fifth English Garden mystery (after 2009's The Trial of the Wild Rose), retired botanist Lawrence 
Kingston receives an unsigned letter requesting a meeting in London's Mayfair section. The address 
is an exclusive gentlemen's club, where Kingston is astounded to find the letter's author is Lord 
Frances Morley, with whom he had disastrous connections in the past and who owns a country estate 
with important historic gardens. Morley needs Kingston's help to solve the murder of a man found on 
his property. Kingston plunges into an investigation that endangers him and his patron. An intricate 
plot, colorful characters, and vivid descriptions add up to an entertaining read. –Publishers Weekly 

Fossum, Karin Bad Intentions M&T 
The seventh Insp. Konrad Sejer mystery focuses on intuitive Axel Frimann, drug addict Philip Reilly, 
and sensitive Jon Moreno who have been friends forever. Something alters the dynamic among them 
and causes the Moreno to throw himself into a lake called, appropriately, Dead Water. Sejer and his 
partner find no evidence of murder, but something is off. When the body of a Vietnamese immigrant, 
Kim Van Chau, surfaces in another lake, Sejer discovers that all four were at the same party the night 
Chau went missing. –Publishers Weekly 

Hamilton, Steve The Lock Artist M&T 
An offbeat thriller in which the narrator Mike confesses that a traumatic experience at age eight left 
him unable to speak and that he has been in prison for nine years. His strange odyssey, which hops 
around in time, takes him from Michigan home to both coasts while in thrall to a mysterious man in 
Detroit whom he doesn’t dare cross. Propelled by an aching desire to recover his voice, Mike brushes 
with the law, flirts with romance and makes alliances with criminals, from rank amateurs to consum-
mate professionals. Along the way, Hamilton drops tantalizing clues about Mike’s troubled past and 
his uncertain future. –Publishers Weekly 

Ignatius, David Blood Money: A Novel of Espionage  M&T 
Washington Post journalist, Ignatius, draws on his factual background about the CIA to write a fiction 
page turner set in Pakistan, capitals of the Middle East and the cruel hills of South Waziristan. 

Jenoff, Pam The Things We Cherished M&T 
Opens a provocative window onto the efforts to bring Nazi war criminals to justice, and the com-
plexities involved in making legal and moral judgments decades later. The still-vivid memory of the 
Holocaust energizes this ambitious, sweeping narrative, and Jenoff weaves together the threads of a 
tale that is at once a historical mystery, a legal thriller, and a romance novel. –Philadelphia Inquirer 

Kent, Christobel A Murder in Tuscany M&T 
Kent combines rich atmospherics and fully realized characters with a deceptively simple puzzle in her 
second mystery featuring Italian PI Sandro Cellini.  When the body of the director of the Orfeo Trust’s 
"celebrated Creative Arts Program” is found near the wreckage of her car, Cellini investigates what 
appears to be an accidental death. Meanwhile, he and his wife struggle in their childless marriage in 
the wake of her recovery from breast cancer. Cellini blends the disingenuous cleverness of Columbo 
with the world-weary awareness of how things really work of Donna Leon’s Guido Brunetti. His  inge-
nious detection of evidence pointing toward foul play portends a long and successful series. Louise 
Penny fans will find a lot to like. –Publishers Weekly 
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Kepler, Lars The Hypnotist M&T 
The slaying of gambling addict Anders Ek, his wife, and his younger daughter propels this thriller 
debut from the pseudonymous Kepler (a Swedish literary couple), introducing Stockholm detective 
Joona Linna. Only Ek’s 15-year-old son, Josef, survives. Realizing that the killer is likely to target an 
older daughter no longer living at home, Linna asks a trauma physician who practiced hypnosis before 
being banned from using the technique to hypnotize the injured Josefl. When Josef escapes from the 
hospital and the doctor’s son is kidnapped, the ensuing search raises the ante. Flashbacks to the 
doctor’s hypnosis therapy group reveal that one patient became suicidal when revisiting her past. A 
well-integrated subplot involving a gang of teenagers adds to the suspense. –Publishers Weekly 

Läckberg, Camilla The Preacher M&T 
This second mystery featuring Patrik Hedstrom opens in a small Swedish village with the discovery of 
the skeletons of two women who disappeared more than 20 years ago, along with a fresh victim killed 
in a similar manner. Research into the old murders leads police to the dysfunctional family of a reli-
gious fanatic. Hedstrom must connect the old crimes with the new. The many-layered story features 
plot twists and turns galore; especially effective are her flashbacks, which connect the past stories 
with the present. Recommended for readers who like mysteries in foreign countries. –Library Journal 

Mankell, Henning The Troubled Man M&T 
In this tenth installment, detective Kurt Wallander delights in the birth of his first grandchild and enjoys 
the company of his daughter, Linda, but struggles with his role as an older and increasingly forgetful 
investigator. When the parents of Linda’s partner go missing, Wallander finds himself in a decades-old 
mystery involving foreign spies, submarines, and Cold War politics. He strives to understand the com-
plexities of the case while also dealing with the loneliness of old age, the sadness of friends’ passing, 
and a tendency to forget where he is and what he’s doing. Mankell is dead on in crafting an intricate 
plotline equal to the skills and insight of his detective. Essential for fans of the series; a stand-alone in 
the field of Scandinavian thrillers. –Library Journal 

Nesbo, Joanne The Snowman M&T 
Oslo detective Harry Hole returns to puzzle out some strange and discomfiting, events. At the outset, 
two people not married to each other are experiencing some extracurricular bliss when one notices 
that they’re being watched, whereupon the woman’s kid, waiting in a car in the wintry outside informs 
his mom, “We’re going to die”. It’s a snowman doing the watching, and from that fact nothing good 
can emerge. Nesbø is to be complimented on one of the creepiest opening scenes in recent memory.  

Paton Walsh, Jill The Attenbury Emeralds:  
 The New Lord Peter Wimsey/Harriet Vane Mystery  M&T 
Inspired by letters Dorothy Sayers wrote depicting Peter Wimsey during WWII. While Lord Peter was 
convalescing from the nervous breakdown he suffered in the WWI trenches, he became involved in 
finding missing emeralds belonging to the Attenbury family. Thirty years later, the current Lord 
Attenbury wishes to sell one of the jewels, but a shadowy claimant challenges his ownership. When 
Wimsey and his detective novelist wife, Harriet Vane, discover a chain of murders related to the 
emeralds. Walsh successfully recreates the tone and personalities of the originals and plausibly 
depicts the characters later in life. –Publishers Weekly 

Penny, Louise. A Trick of the Light:  
 A Chief Inspector Gamache Novel M&T 
Gamache and his loyal deputy, Insp. Jean Guy Beauvoir, are coming to terms with the traumas they 
suffered in Bury Your Dead. The day after the opening of a show of Clara Morrow’s paintings, a dead 
woman turns up in Clara’s garden. With her usual subtle touch and timely injections of humor, Penny 
employs the recurring motif of the chiaroscuro, the interplay of light and dark, which distinguishes 
Morrow’s artwork and resonates in the souls of the author’s characters. –Publishers Weekly 

Silva, Daniel Portrait of a Spy M&T 
After failing to stop a suicide bomber attack in London, master art restorer and assassin Gabriel Allon 
is summoned by the CIA and is faced with an organization riddled with dissent—and ill-equipped to 
deal with the deadly new face of global jihadist terror. 
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Stevens, Taylor The Informationist: A Thriller M&T 
Meet Vanessa Michael Munroe, whose take-no-prisoners attitude reflects the fire of Stieg Larsson’s 
Lisbeth Salander. Nine years have passed since Munroe escaped Cameroon at age 15. She’s forged 
a new life as a person who specializes in gathering information about developing countries for corpo-
rations. Her best friend refers her to a high-stakes security pro, who believes she’s the perfect choice 
to help a Houston oilman find his adopted daughter who vanished four years earlier in west central 
Africa. Munroe returns to Africa and reconnects with her ex-boyfriend, a sexy drug- and gun-running 
businessman, who assists in the search. Thriller fans will eagerly await the sequel. –Publishers Weekly 

Zouroudi, Anne The Messenger of Athens M&T 
The unusual mystery suggests there’s more to the investigator than meets the eye as Hermes 
Diaktoros (aka "the fat man") arrives on the island of Thiminos to investigate Irini Asimakopoulos’s 
death. The local police chief claims it was suicide, but Irini’s passion for Theo Hatzistratis had upset 
many people, including her husband. The fat man solve the riddle of her death and leaves Thiminos a 
cleaner, fairer, more honest place than he found it.  Quirky crime gains an appealing new detective in 
this soulful, affectionate series debut. Likely to appeal to armchair travelers and mystery buffs. 
 
POPULAR   
Delinsky, Barbara Escape P 
A captivating and moving story about a woman who’s had enough of her life and wants a fresh start. 
The story keeps moving with some nice twists on a familiar plot, rich characterizations, and real-
feeling dilemmas that will keep readers hooked. -Publishers Weekly 

Dewitt, Patrick The Sisters Brothers P 
A quirky and stylish revisionist western. When a frontier baron orders his hired gunslingers, to track 
down and kill a prospector, they journey from Oregon to San Francisco and the Sierra foothills. The 
narration is at times strangely funny but maintains the power to stir heartbreak. The pair explore the 
human implications of many Old West clichés and come off looking less like killers and more like 
traumatized young men. With nods to Charles Portis and Frank Norris, DeWitt has produced a genre-
bending frontier saga that is exciting, funny, and, perhaps unexpectedly, moving. –Publishers Weekly 

Frank, Dorothea Benton Folly Beach P 
Cate’s philandering husband has died leaving her nothing, and the contents of her home have been 
repossessed. Her new life in Charleston with her firecracker of an aunt is told primarily through 
hilarious dialogue, with a smattering of seriousness. Cate’s journey to rediscovering joy and love will 
thrill readers, especially with the addition of a story-within-a-story involving a one-woman play about 
the lovers who wrote Porgy and Bess. Authenticity will resonate with many women. –Publishers Weekly 

Hilderbrand, Elin Silver Girl P 
The wife of a Wall Street crook retreats to Nantucket, where she faces an array of relationship 
troubles.  –New York Times 

Jones, Tayari Silver Sparrow                                                                      P 
A man has two families in 1980s Atlanta. One knows about the other; the other doesn’t. Only one of 
two African-American half sisters knows that the other exists until their father’s double life starts to 
unravel. -Washington Post 

Martin, George R. R. A Dance with Dragons P 
A few images recur in the complex fifth installment of this multicharacter epic: the chess-like game 
cyvasse, small rivers flowing into larger ones, ships and armies battered by storms. The themes 
suggest that readers should think strategically, be patient, and brace for a beating. Plots within plots 
abound, and two new candidates for those scaly saddles emerge as a powerful enemy threatens 
Meereen, Tyrion is kidnapped, and treachery undermines Jon’s command of the undead-battling 
Night’s Watch. More characters are revived than killed off and more peace accords signed than wars 
declared, but the heart-hammering conclusion hints that the next installment will see a return to fiery 
battles and icy terror. Fans will be caught up in the interweaving stories, especially when hints are 
dropped around long-debated questions such as Jon’s parentage. –Publishers Weekly 
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McNeal, Tom To Be Sung Under Water  P 
Judith is a teenager when she falls in love with 24-year-old Willy Blunt, but he is the one who loses his 
innocence when she leaves and doesn’t come back. Years later she has a family and career when a 
midlife crisis leads her to Willy again.  McNeal’s sentences are the strong, silent type: generous 
without being showy. And his novel is, quite simply, lovely.  –The New York Times 

Miéville, China Embassytown P 
A detailed story of how an alien language might affect not only thought patterns but ways of life. Avice 
Benner Cho returns to her home so her linguist husband, Scile, can study the language of the planet’s 
natives, the Hosts. When a Host learns to lie, the resulting cultural earthquake is compounded by two 
new Ambassadors whose voices have a profound effect on the Hosts. Mieville’s brilliant storytelling 
shines when Avice works through problems and solutions that develop from the Hosts’ convoluted 
linguistic evolution. The result is a world masterfully wrecked and rebuilt. –Publishers Weekly 

Moyes, Jojo The Last Letter from Your Lover P 
In 1960s England, Jennifer Stirling awakens after a terrible accident, suffering acute memory loss. 
She employs the skillful deception of an actress to cope, but soon realizes that she doesn’t love her 
husband. Stumbling across a love letter sent by a man identified only as "B," she tries to reconcile 
what a great passion with the social mores of her day and class. In 2003 a journalist stumbles across 
one of B’s letters while researching a story, sparking her to examine her own heart. With poetic prose 
and affecting characters, Moyes’s tale resonates deeply. –Publishers Weekly 

Sullivan, J. Courtney  Maine                                               P 
At the heart of this compelling novel of three generations of women emotionally stunted by fate and 
willful stubbornness is the family vacation property in Cape Neddick, Maine, where the Kellehers have 
convened for six decades.  Sullivan brilliantly lays out the case for the nearly futile task of these badly 
damaged Irish Catholic women seeking acceptance from one another. –Library Journal 

Sussman, Ellen French Lessons: A Novel P 
Three Americans explore Paris with their attractive French tutors and find themselves caught up in a 
delightful day of desire. Nico, who has just slept with his fellow tutor, Chantal, is assigned to a preg-
nant, grieving San Franciscan woman; Philippe continues his lessons with a lonely ex-pat with two 
children, and a workaholic husband; and Chantal has her last session with the insecure husband of an 
actress. Sussman keeps things fresh with a strong supporting cast and unexpected insights, em-
bracing a soupcon of mystery to go with the scenic strolls and flights of passion. –Publishers Weekly 

Weiner, Jennifer Then Came You P 
Savvy tale of an unorthodox family, unspooling the complicated and hopeful tale of how baby Aurora 
was born. Beautiful, lonely Princeton student and egg donor Jules uses the proceeds from selling her 
eggs to help save her drug-addled dad. Surrogate Annie is a restless married mom-of-two trying to dig 
her way out of debt, a lifelong rivalry with her sister, and a marital rut. India’s step-daughter Bettina 
feels betrayed by her divorced parents and is desperate to rebuild the imagined happiness of her 
youth. Aurora’s legal mom, India, is a gold digger who inadvertently falls in love with the man she 
married for money. Their individual paths to each other, and Aurora, are narrated by each woman, 
with equal parts love and longing—for a partner, a purpose, or a family. –Publishers Weekly 

Wingfield, Jenny The Homecoming of Samuel Lake: A Novel P 
This first novel by screenwriter Wingfield takes readers back to 1950s Arkansas, where children 
played outside in summer, tent revivals were commonplace, and neighbors got the local news from 
the telephone party line rather than television. After Samuel Lake, a Methodist minister, is removed 
from his church in Louisiana, he moves his wife and three children to Arkansas to live with his wife’s 
mother on the family farm. As he searches for a job, his children run freely over the farm, making new 
friends and trying to shuck the "preacher’s kid" image they’ve carried since birth. It doesn’t take them 
long to rout out the querulous owner of the neighboring farm and make their first enemy—an act with 
far-reaching implications. A beautiful look into the recent past and readers will love it. 
 


